
From my perspective 

Dec. 15, 2018 

 

 I want to thank all of the voters of Swanzey and Richmond for helping to re-

elect me to another two-year term in the New Hampshire House of Representatives.  

This is a responsibility that I take very seriously, and I look forward to serving our 

district in Concord. 

 

 I welcome Jennie Gomarlo as our new Representative from District 12 and 

congratulate her for being the top vote-getter in the district.  I’d also like to thank Jim 

McConnell for his four years representing this district.  Voters across the state opted 

for a change in direction for our state legislature. Swanzey and Richmond were part of 

this change, a change that I believe will mean a greater emphasis on the needs and 

aspirations of the average resident of New Hampshire, instead of out-of-state 

corporations and narrow interest groups.  

 

 As you may know, it was a close race for the second seat in our district between 

Jim McConnell and me, and the election went to a manual recount.  I gained a few 

votes in the recount process, so there was no change in the outcome.  Even with these 

extra votes the margin was still only 43, out of more than 3000 ballots cast.  This was 

the second recount Jim and I have been involved in (he won four years ago by three 

votes).  A couple of observations: 

 

1.  In New Hampshire, recounts are done in an extremely efficient, open 

manner.  Two officials from the Secretary of State’s office examine each 

paper ballot and agree on how it should be counted, based on how the voter 

intended his or her vote.  Observers for candidates can challenge any ballot, 

and the Secretary of State or his designee makes a ruling.  Observing a 

recount will give you faith in the fairness and thoroughness of the vote 

count in our state. 

 

2. The recount produced the exact same result in Richmond as the hand count 

done there on election day (kudos to the counters there).  In Swanzey, 

however, the recount picked up a number of votes that the machine tally on 

election day didn’t count.  Many of these were ballots where the voter had 

filled in too many ovals – voting for three candidates in our two-candidate 

race, for example – then tried to cross out one or more of the votes.  The 

machine reads this as an “overvote” and does not credit any candidate for 

that particular office.  On the paper ballot, it is clear what the voter 

intended, so in the recount, the vote is credited to the candidates whose 

names were not crossed out.  The lesson here is to mark your ballot 

carefully.  If you make a mistake or change your mind in the voting booth, 

you may request a fresh ballot, and your previous ballot will be marked 

“Spoiled” (you may do this no more than two times for any election). 

 



Our first order of business this term was to elect a new Speaker of the House.  

We chose Steve Shurtleff, who has served as the minority leader for the last four years.  

Steve has proven himself to be a fair and dedicated leader, and I welcome his new role.  

The House also reelected our Clerk (Paul Smith) and Sergeant-at-Arms (Walter Sword), 

and with the Senate reelected the Secretary of State and State Treasurer.  Bill Gardner 

faced a challenge in the race for Secretary of State.  Many of us were concerned about 

his support for certain voter suppression efforts and his interference with the 

authority of moderators over Town Meeting, but the majority felt that Secretary 

Gardner deserves another term based upon his 42 years of good and faithful service.  

The Secretary of State has a very important role in keeping our elections fair, 

registering businesses and other organizations, maintaining state records, and helping 

to preserve documents and artifacts that are important to our history.   

  

Please let me know if you have questions or concerns about our state 

government, or if you just want to tell me how you feel about what is happening.  I’ll 

do my best to address your concerns or put you in touch with someone who can.  

Email works best (fbfaulkner@outlook.com) or call me at 352-2729. 

 

Barry Faulkner 
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